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INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

£100m earmarked for waterfront scheme

AN APPLICATION for planning per-
mission has been submitted by
developers CTP St James to trans-
form Wakefield's historic waterfront
into a mixed-use development of
international significance.

The £100m project includes an
imaginative mix of high quality
office, residential and leisure build-
ings and the ground-breaking £20m
Hepworth Gallery.

It covers approximately 10 acres
and will provide in the region of
500,000 sq ft of mixed-use develop-
ment accommodation.

A joint venture development com-
pany has been formed for this pro-
ject by St James Securities of Leeds
and CTP of Manchester, who have
already successfully carried out a
range of high-profile projects in the
region.

Detailed planning proposals for the
first phase of the Waterfront devel-

will include the it
restoration and conservation work
on the Grade II listed Calder and
Hebble Navigation Warehouse,
which will provide office accommo-
dation and an interpretation centre
on the ground floor.

The completed development, which
will also feature substantial public
spaces and formal gardens, will add
a new dimension to Wakefield cen-
tre by opening up a southern gate-
way to the city.

Roland Stross, a director of
CTP St James, said: “This is an
exceptionally significant project for
the city of Wakefield and the region.
While it has taken time to get to
this stage, the development will act
as a catalyst for the regeneration of
the heart of this proud and historic
city and take a very beautiful
stretch of the river into the 21st
century, 1

“The new Hepworth Gallery,
which has already attracted interna-
tional attention, will prove to be a
fanitastic centrepiece for the scheme.
But the whole development, which
is one of the most adventurous and
prestigious mixed-use projects in
Yorkshire, is hugely important to

the economic and social fabric of
Wakefield.

“CTP St James are delighted that
this particular dream is now on the
threshold of becoming a reality.
There have been some complex own-
ership and environmental issues to
resolve, but we are now confident
that everything is in order and we
are ready to proceed.

“Three years ago Prince Charles
visited the Waterfront site and was
incredibly supportive of what we
were trying to do. [ am extremely
proud that we have been able to
progress the project so significantly

“All the necessary
groundwork has been
prepared, and it will be
exciting to see how
this somewhat
neglected area will
be transformed.”

since then and I am confident he
would approve of our plans,” added
Mr Stross.

The £100m development will need
grant assistance and discussions are
currently well advanced with the
European Regional Development
Fund (ERDF), Yorkshire Forward
and the Townscape Heritage Initia-
tive.

Meanwhile, the major new gallery,
named after the international sculp-
tor Dame Barbara Hepworth, has
already secured a £5m grant from
the Arts Council England Capital
programme. The new gallery is
being designed by architect David
Chipperfield, following an interna-
tional competition, and is scheduled
to open in 2008,

The city’s existing historic and
contemporary art collections will
transfer to the new gallery. A major
attraction will be the display of 30
original plaster sculptures by Bar-
bara Hepworth together with fin-
ished sculptures and interpretative
displays of her creative process, life
and works to the new gallery,
which will incorporate the existing
Wakefield Art Gallery.

A series of public exhibitions on
the Waterfront development are

* due to start at the end of the month

at venues across the Wakefield dis-
trict, inviting feedback on the new
developnient.

Coun Peter Box, the leader of
Wakefield City Council, said: “Once
the project is given the go-ahead,
we can look forward to some
dynamic developments on the site.

“All the necessary groundwork
has been prepared, and it will be
exciting to see how this somewhat
neglected area of the city will be
transformed over the coming years
to provide new jobs, new homes
and attractive cultural and leisure
facilities.

“We are working hard to source
further financial grants which
may be available to ensure that
we secure as much support as
possible to develop the site as a
world beater in terms of attracting
both investment and visitors,” he
added.

Richard Curtis, a property devel-
opment manager for British Water-
ways, which owns part of the site,
said: “British Waterways has
already been involved in £2bn of
waterside regeneration in UK
cities, from Edinburgh to London,
and Liverpool to Sheffield, deliver-
ing widespread benefits to local
communities.

He added: “This is a hugely excit-
ing scheme that will create a
vibrant new waterfront sector
for Wakefield, bringing new jobs,
economic growth, and a wide
range of leisure and cultural
opportunities for local people and
visitors.”

Restoration: The Grade Il listed Calder and
interpretation centre on the ground floor.

Wakefield, which will provide offices and an




